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Section 03.  Club Set and Base Yardages
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Clubs

The next step is to decide what clubs you will use as your standard set.  You are allowed to carry up to 14 clubs in your bag at any given time.  

Personally, I don’t like long irons.  In my opinion, woods land softer and hold better for longer shots into a green.  It is just my experience, but I seem to get more consistent distance out of woods.  But that is just me.  You might favor irons.  
So, I use the following clubs:  

WOODS: D2, 3W, 4W, 5W, 6W, 7W  

                       IRONS:  6i, 7i, 8i, 9i, LW, SW, PW and putter.  
I have found that I can do just about anything I want with this club set.  

Of course, what clubs YOU select for YOUR standard set is a matter of personal choice.  After you select your club set (in "Player Settings"), you will see something like this during a game. 
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As you can see, I am NOT using the D1, 2W, 1i, 2i, 3i, 4i, 5i.  However, for reference, I do show Tee, Fairway and Punch yardages for these clubs on the Club Distance Chart.
Rough Equivalents
If you want to experiment with clubs, here are some rough equivalents between clubs. 
 D1: Similar to a D2 in distance, but with slightly less loft (I recommend the D2).

2W: Similar to a 3W in distance, but with slightly less loft

1i: In between a 4W and 5W in distance
2i: Slightly shorter than a 5W in distance
3i: Very close to the 6W in distance

4i: In between a 6W and 7W in distance
5i: Slightly shorter than a 7W in distance
You may find that a 3i works better for you than a 6W.  If so, use it.  It's your choice.  No matter what club set you use, the next step is to know your base yardages.

Establish Your Base Yardages for each club
I cannot stress this enough.  This is the foundation for becoming a great golfer.  Get accurate base yardages for each one of your clubs in an ideal environment.  You do this by just going to some course in a practice round and use the driving and chipping areas set on average/normal/still.  

It is absolutely essential that you know exactly what each club will do from the tee and from the fairway with no influences from wind, rough, etc...   As a general rule, fairway yardage should be about 3-5% less than tee yardage for any given club.  Give it a try.

All club modifications for rough, wind, etc., are made from the base yardage for the club.  For example, I KNOW that my PW goes 131 yards from the fairway under ideal conditions.  Modifications (using loft: Section 4) are made to that base yardage on approach shots.  

Great little practice course
An ideal practice course is one developed by Diguelo.  It is called "Diguelo’s Target Practico V2" and is on the Mygolfer.net site http://www.mygolfer.net/courses/default.asp.  I suggest you get this course as a place to practice and test things.  

There are several unique features to this course.  First, there is the 36 inch, bright green line down the center of each fairway.  There is also a 12 inch light green strip on each side of the bright green line.  This lets you see exactly how accurate your shots behave in various wind conditions.  The course also has a multi-ringed “Bulls eye” around each hole.  The rings of the bullseye are at 

6’-8’ from the hole (green1)

4’-6’ from the hole (green2)

2’-4’ from the hole (green3),
0’-2’ from the hole (green4)
Finally, there is a 50 yard fringe around each hole.  You cannot score bonus points if you are less than 50 yards out on your final approach.

Play for "Bonus" Points
An excellent way to hone your skills (and have fun doing it) is to play this course with bonus points for the following:

2 bonus points for landing on the fairway Bright Green line (must be at least a 50 yard shot)

1 bonus point for landing on the fairway Light Green line (must be at least a 50 yard shot)
1 bonus point for landing on Green1 from over 50 yards out (i.e., between 6’ and 8’ from the pin)

2 bonus points for landing on Green2 from over 50 yards out (i.e., between 4’ and 6’ from the pin)

3 bonus points for landing on Green3 from over 50 yards out (i.e., between 2’ and 4’ from the pin)

4 bonus points for landing on Green4 from over 50 yards out (i.e., between 0’ and 2’ from the pin)

5 bonus points for holing out from over 50 yards out 

Each bonus point deducts one stroke from your regular score on a hole.  You will be amazed at how this course drives you to make accurate shots.
Left-click on the club at the bottom of the play screen (left of the shoes).  This will bring up your club set.





If you don’t like the club the game has recommended for your shot (and you usually won't) just click on the club you want to use.





The club currently selected will show to the left of the shoes.








